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“For the last decade, we’ve been digging out from 
the aftermath of a 23-year civil war that left our 

energy infrastructure in shambles. In a country of 
4.1 million, only about 1 percent of urban residents 
— and almost no rural residents — have access to 

electricity. Everyone else depends on unreliable and 
inefficient sources of energy such as firewood, 
charcoal, candles, kerosene, battery-powered 

flashlights, palm oil, and small gasoline and diesel 
generators…”

http://foreignpolicy.com/2013/08/29/lets-power-africa/
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Out-and-About
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View from the hotel. Community well
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Drying clothes
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Rubber trees at the Firestone plantation
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A termite mound!
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Almond trees



About Liberia – Out & About!



Roads
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141 km/h is
about 88 mph!
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What We Ate!
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“Western-style” breakfast at the hotel



About Liberia – What We Ate!

Most cooking is done over charcoal



About Liberia – What We Ate!

What gracious hosts!!  Rev. G. Abraham Powell and his wife Olive served us a 
traditional Liberian meal
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“Daily Bread”
Aka - Survival!



About Liberia – Daily Bread!

Manually making cinder blocks



About Liberia – Daily Bread!

Car washes frequently pop up wherever water can be found
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No fork-lifts here!
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Forest cleared for making charcoal
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Making charcoal
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These 2 pics are from the internet… 
not personally taken. However, they
are representative of a common sight.
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Manually breaking down rocks with a hammer…
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Gasoline!
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Village Life
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Gassing-up in the 
village!



About Liberia – Village Life

Pastor Rick having a lot of fun with the village children!
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A special little girl with 
a HUGE grin!

Her pole!

I tried to take her picture pounding cassava…
…but was “photo-bombed” by the boys!



ECCOL
Evangelical Congregational Church of Liberia



ECCOL - Evangelical Congregational Church of Liberia
The EC Church in Liberia was started by the efforts of a native African woman named, Clara Letitia
Blaine-Wilson, known as “Aunt Clara” in the year 1966. Aunt Clara was a Christian woman who told 
Bible stories and other stories using nature, to help the Liberian children learn about God. ‘Aunt Clara’ 
even had a radio program to broadcast her Bible Messages to the children of Liberia.
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Meeting our Liberian “hosts!”
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ECCOL - Evangelical Congregational Church of Liberia

At St. Paul’s EC Church for Bishop Matthew Gueh’s retirement service



ECCOL - Evangelical Congregational Church of Liberia

Bishop Matthew Gueh, Rev. Ralph Owens, Rev. Rick Sergi
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Ecstatic worship!
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Dedication of the 4WD vehicle
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ECCOL - Evangelical Congregational Church of Liberia

Rejoicing for what God has done!



ECCOL - Evangelical Congregational Church of Liberia

Singing a blessing over us (US delegation)



ECCOL - Evangelical Congregational Church of Liberia

Waiting to vote



ECCOL - Evangelical Congregational Church of Liberia

Rev. G. Abraham Powell is elected as next bishop of ECCOL



ECCOL - Evangelical Congregational Church of Liberia

Rev. Rick Sergi ministering during Youth-Focus night
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ECCOL - Evangelical Congregational Church of Liberia

Newly-elected Bishop Powell embraces Solomon Smith



Preparing communion



Communion table ready
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ECCOL - Evangelical Congregational Church of Liberia

The ebola-response team of ECCOL
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