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Pastoral Search Update
Christine Pense

“Before the Sea Opens”
Devotional: Pastor Rick

and

5 When the king of Egypt was told that the people had 
fled, Pharaoh and his officials changed their minds 
about them and said, “What have we done? We have 
let the Israelites go and have lost their services!” 

6 So he had his chariot made ready and took his army 
with him. 

7 He took six hundred of the best chariots, along with all 
the other chariots of Egypt, with officers over all of 
them. 

8 The Lord hardened the heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt, 
so that he pursued the Israelites, who were marching 
out boldly… 

Exodus 14
10 As Pharaoh approached, the Israelites looked up, and 

there were the Egyptians, marching after them. They 
were terrified and cried out to the Lord. 

11 They said to Moses, “Was it because there were no 
graves in Egypt that you brought us to the desert to 
die? What have you done to us by bringing us out of 
Egypt? 

12 Didn’t we say to you in Egypt, ‘Leave us alone; let us 
serve the Egyptians’? It would have been better for 
us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the desert!” 

Exodus 14

13 Moses answered the people, 
“Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the 

deliverance the Lord will bring you today. The 
Egyptians you see today you will never see again.

14The Lord will fight for you; you need only to be still.”

15 Then the Lord said to Moses, 
“Why are you crying out to me? Tell the Israelites

to move on. 

Exodus 14
31 And when the Israelites saw the mighty hand of 

the Lord displayed against the Egyptians, the people 
feared the Lord and put their trust in him and in 
Moses his servant.

15:1 Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to 
the Lord:

“I will sing to the Lord, for he is highly exalted.
Both horse and driver he has hurled into the sea.

Exodus 14-15
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Report and Reflection

Search Process
Reflection on our Church Profile

Report and Reflection

Search Process
Reflection on our Church Profile

Report and Reflection
Process
Assign a Stationing Elder 

who attends a retreat where all church 
needs are considered

Set up a Local Search Team 
who get together to fill out a Church 
Profile and do individual questionnaires 
and meet with the Stationing Elder

Report and Reflection

Stationing Elder: Charles Walker

Search Team:                                          
Margaret Wesner, Trent Stehr,
Jeff Fritz, Jim Wesner, Joy Hill, 
Pete Butkowski, Cindy Wesner, 
Christine Pense, Laura Hilbert

Report and Reflection
Process Timeline

Assign a Stationing Elder 
Set up a Local Search Team
Do the profiles and submit them 

Meet 
Ruminate, Search, Pray
Meet Candidates
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Report and Reflection

Church Profile

• What are your ministries?
• How does your church disciple people?
• What is your purpose, mission, vision and 

core values?

Report and Reflection

Church Profile

What are your ministries? 3 types
• local small groups
• partnership with CCA and Little Heaven 

Daycare
• Missions, Liberia

Report and Reflection

Church Profile

• How does your church disciple people?

Through small groups and ministry 
involvement – we have room to grow 

Report and Reflection

Church Profile

What is your purpose, mission, vision and
core values?

Purpose:  To Know Christ and make Him 
Known

Report and Reflection

Church Profile

What is your purpose, mission, vision and
core values?

Mission:  Loving God, Loving Others, and 
Doing Something About It!

Report and Reflection
Church Profile

Vision:  
--To support the ministries that reach families 
and children in our area and in the world through 
our shared partnership with Little Heaven, CCA & 
Liberia, St. Paul’s.
--To personally reach our friends, neighbors and 
relatives
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Report and Reflection
Church Profile

Core Values:  
--Preaching from the Bible with fidelity to the 
Bible in its entirety is essential to the 
shepherding of our congregation.
-- Outreach to our personal neighbors and to our 
church neighborhood is our calling from God.
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Core Values:  
--Preaching from the Bible with fidelity to the 
Bible in its entirety is essential to the 
shepherding of our congregation.
-- Outreach to our personal neighbors and to our 
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Report and Reflection
Church Profile

Core Values:  
--We are welcoming and kind to people with 
needs – and we believe this is what Christian love 
should be. 
-- We believe fellowship and regular meeting is 
essential for spiritual encouragement and 
accountability.

Report and Reflection
Church Profile

Core Values:  
--Preaching from the Bible with fidelity to the 
Bible in its entirety is essential to the 
shepherding of our congregation.

Report and Reflection
Church Profile

Core Values:  
--Outreach to our personal neighbors and to our 
church neighborhood is our calling from God.
.

Report and Reflection
Church Profile

Core Values:  
-- We are welcoming and kind to people with 
needs – and we believe this is what Chrisian love 
should be.
.
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Core Values:  
-- We believe fellowship and regular meeting is 
essential for spiritual encouragement and 
accountability.

Report and Reflection

Encouragement

The most important thing we can do now is
pray for God’s guidance over the process of
looking and evaluating and accepting God’s
plan – and also pray for Rick while he is 
serving us and our district.


